
Sustainable Tree Initiative

Private Tree Working Group

a collaborative effort between

Planning Board, Select Board and Tree Advisory Group
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Agenda
• Background

• Framework

• Resident Comments

• Planning Board Comments
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Trees in Weston absorb the equivalent of roughly 22% of the Town’s annual emissions 
each year.
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Trees 
help to 
provide the 
semi-rural 
feeling that 
Weston 
cherishes.



Agenda

Planning Board Meeting   February 16, 2022

66% of Weston’s trees are not covered by existing by-laws.
(source: Weston Ahead)
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Background
• 2018: TAG Introduces Tree Protection Bylaw to 

Planning Board
• 2019:Private Tree Working Group established

• Purpose: To explore filling gaps in current Tree Protection
• Members from Planning and Select Boards, Tree Advisory 

Group

• 2021: Tree Regulation Town-wide Survey 



Weston Residents are Concerned

Survey results indicated 
strong support for Tree 

by-law development

Support strongest for 
new construction
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Neighboring 
Perspectives

• Neighboring community by-laws 
were used for guidance--
Concord, Lexington, Wellesley.

• Discussions were held with 
Wellesley and Concord.

• National best-practices were 
consulted.
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Proposed Elements

Main organizational elements of 
Proposed Sustainable Tree Bylaw:

Purpose 
and Intent

Scope Mitigation
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Purpose and Intent 

•To encourage the PRESERVATION, 
PROTECTION, and RESTORATION of 
trees during construction

•To mitigate tree loss WITHOUT 
PROHIBITING an owner’s right to 
remove trees
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Scope

• Building lots during substantial demolition 
or construction

• Lookback period

• Trees over certain size

• Trees in setbacks vs. trees outside of 
setbacks 

• Considerations for invasive species and 
hazardous trees
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Mitigation

Replacement

Contribution to tree bank
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Questions/ 
Comments


